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Founder’s Essay

The Importance of Making a Vow
UMAN beings are fundamentally weak of will, so 

    although we want to do the virtuous things we know 
we should, we are all too soon enticed by laziness. 

There is a story about “bird’s nest Zen master” Daolin, 
who was always sitting in Zen meditation atop a tree. The 
literati poet Bai Juyi, who had been appointed the adminis-
trator of that region, went to the master and asked him, 
“What kind of teaching is Buddhism?” Daolin answered 
by telling him exactly what Buddhism teaches: “To refrain 
from doing evil, to undertake the good, and to purify 
oneself is the teaching of Buddhism.” 

Bai Juyi countered by saying, “That’s something even a 
three-year-old child knows.” 

To which Daolin replied, “What a three-year-old child 
knows is something that even an eighty-year-old gentle-
man is incapable of putting into practice.” 

How can we overcome this human weakness? Our com-
patriots, the Sangha, are crucial to this. We do not make a 
silent promise to ourselves simply within our hearts, but 
make a pledge by putting it into words in front of many of 
our compatriots. This is what it is to “make a vow.” 

For the practice of faith it’s important to transform 
one’s heart, but not many people can do it all by them-
selves. Everyone in the Sangha has complete faith in the 
buddha-nature of the person who makes a vow, and the 
Sangha continues to watch over them affectionately even 
if they suffer a few failures. The motivation to unfailingly 
respond to the Sangha’s encouragement and expectations 
are what transforms a person.

From Kaisozuikan 9 (Kosei Publishing, 1997), pp. 122–23

H

Living the

LOTUS
Founder’s Essay

Buddhism in Everyday Life

2018

VOL. 158

11



In the Sutra of Meditation on the Bodhisattva Universal Wisdom, one of the three sutras 
comprising the Threefold Lotus Sutra, the question that we really want to ask appears: 
What should one do if one desires to be, “Ever dwelling in the city of nirvana,
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The beloved season of enjoying the warmth of hot springs is upon us. Soaking in a tub full 
of hot water, murmuring to yourself, “Ah, this is heaven”—in such moments, many 
people feel a calm peacefulness come over them. 

When we are enjoying a pleasant time, when our minds are at peace and free, for 
instance, even when we are soaking in the waters of a hot spring, aren’t we removed from 
such emotions as worries and grievances? Delusions and attachments come loose and slip 
away from our minds, nothing is tying us down, and we are peaceful and completely 
content.

The Chinese character meaning the Buddha is read hotoke in Japanese. One 
explanation says that the word hotoke is derived from the verb hodokeru, meaning “to be 
freed from attachments.” Therefore, we could say that if you can manage, even if only for 
a little while, to be tranquil and without any cares or worries, then you have freed yourself 
from whatever binds you and have reached the realm of the Buddha. 

Incidentally, Buddhist teaching tells us that it is important to “have your mind always 
turned toward the right direction.” This is “right mindfulness,” the seventh practice of the 
Eightfold Path that Shakyamuni explained in his first preaching of the Dharma. 

However, I think that many people would confess that they don’t really know what “the 
right direction” is. Simply stated, it is turning your mind toward the Buddha and the 
Truth, but I suppose that some people still might say that this is a bit difficult to 
understand. To explain how I understand it in my own terms, as I mentioned earlier, it is 
“a pleasant time, when your mind is at peace and free from attachments.” I think this is 
exactly the time when your mind is turned in the right direction.  

However, to have your mind always turned toward the right direction, and not merely 
for a moment or a short while, is a more complicated matter.

A Tranquil Time Is the Right Time

Hoping Only to Be Able to Liberate Others

President’s Message

by Rev. Nichiko Niwano
President of Rissho Kosei-kai

With Consideration for Others 
Always in Mind
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President’s Message

/ And to be at ease with mind tranquil” (that is, if you wish to be far removed from all 
doubts and delusions and keep your mind tranquil and steady)? The next lines of verse 
provide the answer.

“[One] should recite the Great Vehicle sutras / And reflect on the mother of bodhisatt-
vas.” In other words, through our habitual practice of morning and evening sutra 
recitation, we hope to live our lives, more and more, through the mind of compassion and 
consideration for others. This is a valuable hint about how to always live joyfully and 
with our minds at ease. We wouldn’t have expected it, but for us, this is a very familiar 
practice, isn’t it? Moreover, this is not a command to “be considerate of others,” but an 
indication of how important it is that we aspire to live with greater consideration for 
others, which may be easier to accept.  

Now and again, I hear someone lamenting that, “I just can’t master being compassion-
ate.” However, it is precisely because that person wishes that he or she could live with 
more consideration for others or be capable of liberating someone else that he or she is 
worrying about it. In other words, that person already is mastering the mind of being 
considerate of others.

Nonetheless, when you find that your mind is agitated by distractions and far from 
being tranquil, a poem by Hosai Ozaki (1885–1926) may be a good reference.

“Cast away the mind / Of speaking ill of others, / And just peel the beans.” When such 
emotions as anger or greed seem to be gaining control over your mind, you should throw 
yourself into whatever task is before you—this is one method of returning to right mind-
fulness. 

Furthermore, some people express right mindfulness as “caring” or “attentiveness.” As 
Soshitsu Sen XV (b. 1923), former headmaster (iemoto) of the Urasenke school of the 
Way of Tea, has said, “In serving someone, my only thought is, ‘May you be happy.’” 
Cast off distractions and concentrate on your own “here and now.” Moreover, while 
putting aside thoughts of yourself and hoping that other people experience joy and feel 
happy, your mind focuses on a single thing. This is another form of right mindfulness. 

In our discussion of the Eightfold Path, we have already arrived at the crucial practice 
of right mindfulness. When you make your own mind the mind of joy and ease that comes 
from being considerate of others, you are truly bringing to life the virtues of practicing 
“right meditation,” which comes next.

From Kosei, November 2018



was born in Dolinsk, the south area of Sakhalin, as
the youngest daughter out of nine siblings—five 

brothers and four sisters. Currently, three brothers 
and the eldest sister have already passed away. I 
never helped with doing housework such as cleaning 
or cooking, and coaxed my parents into buying 
anything I wanted—I was such a selfish youngest 
child. 

In 1978, when I was nineteen years old, I married a 
man whom I had met during the birthday party of one 
of my friends. After our marriage, I lived with my 
husband’s family members. Since I could not do any 
housework, I was often complained about and scold-
ed by my mother-in-law. I used to cry many times at 
night where nobody was around, burying my face in 

my pillow. Ten years after I began to lead such life, 
my mother, who was worried about me, bought a 
house for my husband and me. Since then we lived 
separately from my mother-in-law. Since I had good 
relations with my husband—we were not specifically 
on bad terms with each other—I expected that our life 
would be a little bit comfortable. 

My husband, however, had been messing with 
drugs from around 2001 on. I was greatly troubled by 
this. Although we had always gotten along, we now 
quarreled with each other. I was worried that this 
might exert a bad influence over our little children. In 
2002, we ended up getting a divorce. 

It was on September 15, 2001 that I became a 
member of Rissho Kosei-kai of Sakhalin, when I first 
became bothered over my husband’s drug habit. 

At that time, we didn’t have our own Dharma 
center. So we would gather at members’ houses for 
activities. Ms. Kim Don Sun, one of my elder sisters, 
was already a member of Rissho Kosei-kai. She was 
then doing her duty as staff member of the General 
Affairs of Rissho Kosei-kai of Sakhalin. Before I 
joined Rissho Kosei-kai, she often asked me to drive 
some of its members to a house where they were 
scheduled to gather. In those days I thought that my 
sister and her fellows may have been members of a 
suspicious group so that I used to drive them to their 
gathering place, jeering them behind their backs. 
Back then, I never expected that I would become a 
member of Rissho Kosei-kai one day in the future. 
But I was worried about my husband’s troubles, and 
what was most crucial for me was something that 

I

Ms. Boku delivers her personal spiritual experience at Rissho 
Kosei-kai of Sakhalin.
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by Ms. Boku Khva Sun
Rissho Kosei-kai of Sakhalin

The Teaching of Dependent Origination 
Which I Truly Realized through Relationship with My Son

This Dharma Journey talk was presented on August 5, 2018, when the ceremony of 
the eightieth anniversary of Rissho Kosei-kai’s foundation was held at Rissho Kosei-kai of Sakhalin.
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happened one evening, when my late mother 
appeared in my dream, saying that she was hungry. 
This was why I become a member of Rissho 
Kosei-kai.

My sister often told each of us, members of Rissho 
Kosei-kai of Sakhalin, that we could express our 
feeling of gratitude to our own ancestors when we 
offer food at the altar with our sincere hearts and 
minds. As we heard her words, we came to realize 
that we are “living in the present” thanks to our own 
ancestors. We could therefore believe that Rissho 
Kosei-kai is not a suspicious organization, precisely 
because this faith values our ancestors. Since then, I 
have paid careful attention to how she would guide 
others. What I found was that she was always so 
polite and kind to all members and was considerate of 
them equally, regardless of whether or not they were 
performing their duties. I came to feel that I wanted to 
follow her example. 

I could learn many things since I became a member 
of Rissho Kosei-kai. Through my own practices of 
doing duties at Rissho Kosei-kai of Sakhalin, of guid-
ing others to the Dharma, and mentoring other mem-
bers, I realized the importance of putting myself in 
the other’s place and conducting myself accordingly. 
Most importantly, I encountered people who suffered 
from more serious issues than I ever did, and this 
allowed me to become aware of the preciousness of 
happiness I was being given by the Buddha’s arrange-
ment. I also studied the way of seeing things through 
hoza sessions. 

At the time when I was living with my husband’s 
family members, I had trouble with my mother-
in-law. But, thanks to her, I came to be able to do 
housework, cooking in particular. And also I became 
a mother of two lovely children through the encoun-
ter with my husband. I could realize the feeling of 
gratitude toward both of them. 

Undoubtedly, I am caused to live thanks to our 
ancestors. Therefore, what I can do in return for them 
is that I offer foods to them without limit, so that they 
can “eat” them as much as they want. I came to have 
a grateful heart toward the innumerable ancestors of 
my parents’ families, as well as the late mother-
in-law and former husband who died in a traffic acci-
dent after our divorce. Because of this, I started to 
practice the Rissho Kosei-kai teachings, making the 
home altar the center of my faith. 

With the aspiration of sharing the wonderful teach-
ings with as many people as possible and of becom-
ing happy together with them, I strived for further 
efforts for the practice of guiding others to the 
Dharma and mentoring members. In 2008, I was 
given the Buddha’s arrangement to receive Gohonzon 
at the headquarters of Rissho Kosei-kai in Tokyo, and 
I was so glad. 

Now I have a married daughter and a son, Maksim. 
I live with him. Shortly after I became a member of 
Rissho Kosei-kai and the locally-bestowed Gohon-
zon was then enshrined at the home altar, the altar 
was seen by Maksim as a child as a “thing” that could 
make his dreams come true if he wished for some-
thing he wanted. Around that time, he wanted a 
personal computer, so he put his palms together in 
reverence in front of the altar. It was the first time for 
him to do so. 

When Maksim had grown up, he asked me that for 
what purpose I set foods at the altar. I answered, 
saying, “It is to offer regular religious devotionals to 
our ancestors, including the late grandfather and 
grandmother, so that they would not suffer from 
being hungry. And, while I offer the sutra recitation to 
them, I can feel like I’m able to have a conversation 
with them. Especially, when I have some hardships, I 
can feel like our ancestors are hearing me.” 

In 2011, Maksim was involved in an incident and 
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would be sent to jail. I was so worried about him. For 
him, I devoted myself in offering the sutra recitation 
of the Threefold Lotus Sutra every morning and 
evening. And on the day before the court decision, the 
Sakhalin sangha members, too, held devotional 
services together with me. But he was sent to prison 
after all, and nothing changed for the better. I was 
disappointed that things were not going as expected. 
So, one day I decided to visit a Christian church, 
accepting the invitation of one of my friends, who is 
a Christian. At the church, I was told that if I prayed 
to God, my wish would come true and my son would 
be out of prison soon. I visited the church about for 
half a year to pray for my son. But I could not change 
reality. Then I thought over the things, and the teach-
ings I learned through Rissho Kosei-kai came rushing 
back. I said to myself, “The matter of Maksim must 
be a message from the Buddha, wishing me to 
become happy. So I should strive for the Dharma 
again.” I determined to join the sangha of Rissho 
Kosei-kai of Sakhalin again. 

At the Sakhalin Dharma center, there were sangha 
members there who accepted me, understanding the 
hardships I suffered. In fact I felt like I didn’t want to 
live anymore. But, my sister encouraged me by 
saying, “My son passed away by a traffic accident 
when he was sixteen years old. Your son is alive, isn’t 
he, and will come back to you in five years.” And the 
sangha members also said to me, “You should 
welcome Maksim brightly as his mother when he 
returns from the prison. Maksim would be delighted 
at seeing your healthy appearance.” They were wor-
ried about me and empathized with me and Maksim 
as well, as if our matters were their own. By their 
continued, kind support, I decided to further strive for 
the Dharma. Since then, I continued to practice the 
Dharma through guiding others to the teachings, 

participating into training sessions and seminars held 
at the Hokkaido Division, and joining the group 
pilgrimage to the organization’s Tokyo headquarters. 

As to Maksim, his questions of law for which he 
was sentenced at the court were commuted and, as the 
result of this, he came back home ahead of schedule. 
I greatly felt at ease seeing my son becoming gentle 
again. 

Last year and this year, I participated in the semi-
nar of the Hokkaido Division in April. Especially this 
year, a major change had happened in my mind. 
There were several reasons for it, but the most major 
reason was that I was moved by the attitude of the 
members of the Hokkaido Division. They were 
always polite and kind, and contacted others with a 
smile and compassionate mind. By their behavior, I 
thought that they may have had no troubles and 
sufferings in their lives. However, during my partici-
pation in the practice of mentoring other members 
and hoza sessions, I came to understand that my 
thought was wrong. I realized that they are striving 
for the practice with kindness, warmheartedness, 
cheerfulness, mutual support and cooperation, 
despite their own sad experiences. At Rissho 
Kosei-kai of Sakhalin, I had few chances to have a 
Dharma connection between my suffering and the 
teaching, by expressing my true feelings. Because 
sometimes, when my experience would spread as a 
rumor, I could not share more at the hoza sessions. 
Some different stories that spread behind my back 
hurt me deeply. But through this practice of the hoza 
sessions at the Hokkaido Division, I could share my 
feelings without hesitation toward my son for the first 
time. 

“My son has changed a great deal and I feel at ease 
now, but I am dissatisfied with my son’s girlfriend. 
This is my greatest problem. As for me, I wish he 
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could have a Korean woman for his girlfriend who 
would take good care of him.” I talked about my wor-
ries. Ms. Tsubouch, a chapter head of the Sapporo 
Dharma Center, gave me her guidance, saying, “If 
everything worked out as you expected, you would 
miss out the good chance to practice. The current 
situation is necessary for you as your practice. Please 
share your unpleasant feelings at the hoza session. 
You will not accept her, but please welcome her with 
a smile for considering your son’s happiness.” 

When I returned home after the seminar at Hokkai-
do, surprisingly, my son had offered water and sweets 
at the altar on his own, though he paid no notice to the 
matter of Rissho Kosei-kai until then! One of my 
wishes came true. But, I was so embarrassed that I 
appreciated him without letting my delight show. 
Anyway, I was glad in the depth of my mind. It was 
the first step for him to walk the way of Rissho 
Kosei-kai.

Moreover, my son invited his girlfriend and anoth-
er friend to become members of Rissho Kosei-kai. To 
tell the truth, today the three of them are going to 
enroll Rissho Kosei-kai all together. I cannot tell you 
how happy I am. When my son decided to enroll 
Rissho Kosei-kai, he told me, saying, “When I was in 
trouble, you offered the sutra recitation of the Three-
fold Lotus Sutra for me every morning and evening 
with tears in your eyes. I had brought much trouble to 
you, and now I feel ashamed of my harassment. From 
now on, I would like to continue to learn the teach-
ings more.” 

Later I heard that Maksim wished to make me glad 
when I returned home from the seminar at Hokkaido, 
and wondered how he could give delight to me. Then 
he remembered that I always place importance on the 
altar, so he decided to make offerings to the altar. 

For drafting this, my Dharma Journey talk, Ms. 

Boku Aiko, the area leader of Rissho Kosei-kai of 
Sakhalin, was so committed to me. My parent in faith 
is my sister and her parent in faith is Ms. Boku Aiko. 
Therefore, I deeply feel gratitude for Ms. Boku Aiko. 

Fortunately, I will have an opportunity to accept 
the certification of Dharma Teacher this October at 
the headquarters in Tokyo. I would like to vow to 
strive for further effort to the practice of mentoring 
members in order to share the joy of faith and the 
teaching of the Buddha, to increase the number of 
new members, and encouraging members who are 
unwilling to come to the Dharma center to visit. 
Recently, youth members are coming to the Dharma 
center. I would like to develop warmhearted relation-
ship among the sangha members, while supporting 
and encouraging the activities by the youth members, 
and bring the teaching of learning and practice which 
I learned at Hokkaido into my daily life. 

Thank you very much for your kind attention.

Ms. Boku (front row, center) poses for a group photo with 
members of the Hokkaido Division and Sakhalin.
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Beginning with this chapter, the Lotus Sutra becomes 
much easier. The Buddha’s teaching so far has been 
theoretical and philosophical, but here, with the intro-
duction of a parable, there is an abrupt change to a 
style readily understood by ordinary people. 

The second chapter of the sutra closed with Shakya-
muni’s statement that all would become buddhas, and 
now Shariputra, his face lit with joy, rises to salute 
Shakyamuni and announce his ecstasy at the under-
standing just granted to him. 

Now Shariputra’s joy stems directly from the Bud-
dha’s statement that all will become buddhas, but he 
is made even more joyous to have his own buddha-
hood specifically predicted. Until now he has 
believed that he was only a shravaka, clearly below a 
bodhisattva, and it had hardly occurred to him that he 
could reach that highest state of being, becoming a 
buddha himself. 

In the chapter on skillful means it is stated that 
“there is no other vehicle, but only the One Buddha 
Vehicle,” which makes it plain that the way to 
buddhahood is but one and that there are no second or 
third vehicles. Then farther on, toward the end of the 
same chapter, Shakyamuni states that he is here to 
teach the bodhisattvas and that he has no shravaka 
disciples, which means that all the disciples are 
bodhisattvas and none are to be called shravakas. 

Giving Assurance of Buddhahood

And then, at the end, he says, “Rejoice heartily and 
know that you, too, will become buddhas.” And so, 
hearing this, those who had thought of themselves as 
mere students in the “high school” of the shravakas 
realized that their school was the “college” of bodhi-
sattvas, to borrow our contemporary language, and 
that while they had thought they were mere 
high-school students, they were in fact already in 
college. Moreover, since the college of bodhisattvas 
is the course to buddhahood, if they continued to 
accumulate practice, they would become buddhas, 
and this truth they perceived clearly at the bottom of 
their hearts. How could they not rejoice? 

Therefore, Shariputra explains his gratitude but at 
the same time honestly acknowledges his past 
failings and expresses remorse for them. In turn, the 
Buddha confirms Shariputra’s enlightenment and 
announces to him in particular that he is to become a 
buddha. This is the first of a number of assurances to 
shravaka disciples of their coming buddhahood, and 
the close disciples later all have their buddhahood 
assured. In this sense, the Lotus Sutra may be regard-
ed as the Sutra of Giving Assurance of Buddha-
hood—a major distinction—for it is the sutra that 
bestows upon all people the assurance that they may 
become buddhas. 

Now, to return to the text, we read Shariputra’s 
assertion first in prose, then in verse, that upon attain-
ing the enlightenment of a buddha, he will teach the 
supreme doctrine and transform many. Shariputra is 
content for himself, but he is worried over the twelve 
hundred others who are puzzled by the depth of the 
Buddha’s teaching, and he pleads for a clearing up of 
this difficulty. 

The World-Honored One, Shakyamuni, then tells 
the parable of the burning house.

In a city in a certain country there was a great wealthy 
elder. His house was enormous but was provided with 
only a single narrow door. This house was terribly 
dilapidated, and suddenly one day a fire broke out 
and began to spread rapidly. The elder’s numerous 
children were all inside. He begged them to come out, 
but they were all busy at play. Though it seemed 

The Parable of the Burning House

The Threefold Lotus Sutra:
A Summary and Key Points 

for Each Chapter

The Sutra of the Lotus Flower of 
the Wondrous Dharma

Chapter 3, A Parable (1)
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certain that they would be burned, they took no 
notice and had no urge to escape. 

The elder thought for a moment. He was very 
strong and might load them all into some kind of 
box and bring them out at once. But then he thought 
that if he did this some might fall out and be burned. 
So he decided to warn them of the fearsomeness of 
the fire so that they might come out by themselves. 

In a loud voice he called to them to come out at 
once to escape being burned alive, but the children 
merely glanced up and paid no heed to his warning. 

The elder then remembered that his children all 
wanted carts, and so he called to them to come out 
at once because he had the goat carts, deer carts, and 
ox carts that they were always wanting. 

When the children heard this, they finally paid 
attention and fell all over each other in their rush to 
get out, and thus they were able to escape from the 
burning house. The elder was relieved at their safe 
delivery from harm, and as they began to ask for 
their carts, he gave each of them not the ordinary 
carts they wanted but carts splendidly decorated 
with precious things and drawn by great white oxen. 

Though the reader has perhaps already seen the 
meaning of this parable, we may explain it further 
by pointing out that the father stands for the 
Buddha. The children are no other than ourselves, 
ordinary people, while the dilapidated house is our 
plain human society, and the fire is our physical and 
mental delusion. This delusion is the cause of 
human suffering. Because we are totally taken up 
with material things and our physical bodies, we 
lose our spiritual liberty and suffer. Moreover, fool-
ish living beings are not even aware that they have 
no spiritual liberty, and so on this account they do 
not understand that they are about to be consumed 
by the fires of their delusion. Their minds are entire-
ly taken up with their daily lives. 

In order to relieve human misery, Shakyamuni 
presented various teachings. Human beings are of 
various kinds, and even among the seekers of the 
Way to liberation there are the shravakas, who have 
listened to the good teaching and are striving to 
dispel their delusions; the pratyekabuddhas, who by 
themselves in meditation and thought seek to attain 

the Way; and the bodhisattvas, who as they seek 
supreme enlightenment at the same time devote 
themselves to the liberation of all beings. When 
people find in the Buddha’s teaching anything that 
exactly fits their own liking, they are unconsciously 
drawn into that teaching. This is the meaning in the 
parable of getting the children to come outside by 
offering each of them the carts they wanted.
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So it is that although the teaching of the Buddha is 
at the end only the one Way to buddhahood, in the 
preparatory stages different artful and skillful 
means of teaching are employed. People then strive, 
each in accord with the individual lesson, to culti-
vate themselves, but as they practice and advance to 
higher levels, they discover that far ahead all the 
ways become one. This is the Way to buddhahood. 
The discovery that the way one has trod, which one 
had thought was only a second- or third-class road, 
actually turns out to be that supremely true Way is 
cause for great peace, hope, and joy. This is what is 
said when the children, who thought only that they 
would get goat carts, deer carts, and ox carts, were 
all alike given the unexpected pleasure of a great 
white ox cart, the best possible gift: the Way to bud-
dhahood itself.

In reading this way, as if it were, between the 
lines, one may find still other important lessons 
besides the principal one I have just outlined within 
this parable.

This is an English translation of text originally appeared in  
Japanese in Hokke sanbu kyo: Kaku hon no aramashi to yoten, 
(Kosei Publishing, 1991 [revised edition, 2016], pp. 42–49).

The Threefold Lotus Sutra: 
A Summary and Key Points for Each Chapter

The Teaching of the Buddha Is Only One
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We welcome comments on our newsletter Living the Lotus: living.the.lotus.rk-international@kosei-kai.or.jp.

Always Cultivating Compassion for Others

N November, Rissho Kosei-kai celebrates the anniversary of the birth of
 Founder Nikkyo Niwano. November is one of the most gratifying months 

of the year for us. It is also the right time to rededicate ourselves to the bodhi-
sattva practice of repaying our debt of gratitude to the Founder, and making a 
pledge to apply ourselves with renewed diligence. 

The most important bodhisattva practice is donation. I hope that on this 
occasion we would make a monetary donation, as an expression of our grati-
tude for the fact that we owe our present happiness to the Founder and the 
teachings. Wouldn’t it be nice to make a donation as a token of our gratitude 
for the guidance and support we have received this year, and as an expression 
of our congratulations on the eightieth anniversary of the founding of Rissho 
Kosei-kai? 

To practice dissemination, connecting others to the Dharma with the mind 
that as many people as possible would achieve happiness just as ourselves 
through the teachings of the Lotus Sutra, is itself the practice of donation, and 
that is the most valuable bodhisattva practice to repay our gratitude. 

Following in the footsteps of the Founder, who devoted his whole life for 
the sake of people and the world, let us keep cultivating compassion for others 
and strive diligently in the bodhisattva practice, giving our best to the things 
right in front of our eyes!

Rev. Koichi Saito
Director, Rissho Kosei-kai International

I



Rissho Kosei-kai International
Fumon Media Center 3F, 2-7-1 Wada, Suginami-ku, Tokyo, Japan
Tel: 81-3-5341-1124     Fax: 81-3-5341-1224

Rissho Kosei-kai International of North America (RKINA)
2707 East First Street  Suite #1 Los Angeles CA 90033 U.S.A
Tel: 1-323-262-4430 Fax: 1-323-262-4437
e-mail: info@rkina.org     http://www.rkina.org

Branch under RKINA
Rissho Kosei-kai of Seattle’s Buddhist Learning Center
28621 Pacifi c Highway South, Federal Way, 
WA 98003 U.S.A. 
Tel: 1-253-945-0024 Fax: 1-253-945-0261
e-mail: rkseattlewashington@gmail.com                                                             
http://buddhistlearningcenter.org/

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of San Antonio
6083 Babcock Road, San Antonio, TX 78240, U.S.A.
P.O. Box 692148, San Antonio, TX78269, USA
Tel: 1-210-561-7991 Fax: 1-210-696-7745
e-mail: dharmasanantonio@gmail.com
http://www.rkina.org/sanantonio.html

Rissho Kosei-kai of Tampa Bay
2470 Nursery Road, Clearwater, FL 33764, U.S.A.
Tel: (727) 560-2927 e-mail:  rktampabay@yahoo.com
http://www.buddhismtampabay.org/ 

Rissho Kosei-kai of Vancouver

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Church of Hawaii
2280 Auhuhu Street, Pearl City, HI 96782, U.S.A.
Tel: 1-808-455-3212 Fax: 1-808-455-4633
e-mail: info@rkhawaii.org     http://www.rkhawaii.org

Rissho Kosei-kai Maui Dharma Center
1817 Nani Street, Wailuku, HI 96793, U.S.A.
Tel: 1-808-242-6175 Fax: 1-808-244-4625

Rissho Kosei-kai Kona Dharma Center
73-4592 Mamalahoa Highway, Kailua-Kona, 
HI 96740 U.S.A.
Tel: 1-808-325-0015 Fax: 1-808-333-5537

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of Los Angeles
2707 East First Street, Los Angeles, CA 90033, U.S.A.
Tel: 1-323-269-4741 Fax: 1-323-269-4567
e-mail: rk-la@sbcglobal.net     http://www.rkina.org/losangeles.html

Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of Arizona
Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of Colorado
Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of San Diego
Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of Las Vegas
Rissho Kosei-kai Buddhist Center of Dallas

Rissho Kosei-kai of San Francisco
1031 Valencia Way, Pacifi ca, CA 94044, U.S.A.
Tel: 1-650-359-6951
e-mail: info@rksf.org     http://www.rksf.org

Rissho Kosei-kai of Sacramento
Rissho Kosei-kai of San Jose

Rissho Kosei-kai of New York
320 East 39th Street, New York, NY 10016 U.S.A.
Tel: 1-212-867-5677 Fax: 1-212-697-6499
e-mail: rkny39@gmail.com     http://rk-ny.org/

Rissho Kosei-kai of Chicago
1 West Euclid Ave., Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 U.S.A.
Tel : 1-773-842-5654 e-mail: murakami4838@aol.com                                                    
http://home.earthlink.net/̃rkchi/

Rissho Kosei-kai of Fort Myers
http://www.rkftmyersbuddhism.org/

Rissho Kosei-kai Dharma Center of Oklahoma
2745 N.W. 40th Street, Oklahoma City, OK 73112 U.S.A.
Tel & Fax: 1-405-943-5030
e-mail: rkokdc@gmail.com     http://www.rkok-dharmacenter.org

Rissho Kosei-kai, Dharma Center of Denver
1255 Galapago Street, #809 Denver, CO 80204 U.S.A. 
Tel: 1-303-446-0792

Rissho Kosei-kai Dharma Center of Dayton
425 Patterson Road, Dayton, OH 45419 U.S.A.
http://www.rkina-dayton.com/

Risho Kossei-kai do Brasil
Rua Dr. José  Estefno 40, Vila Mariana, São Paulo-SP, 
CEP 04116-060 Brasil
Tel: 55-11-5549-4446  /  55-11-5573-8377   
Fax: 55-11-5549-4304
e-mail: risho@terra.com.br     http://www.rkk.org.br

Risho Kossei-kai de Mogi das Cruzes
Av. Ipiranga 1575-Ap 1, Mogi das Cruzes-SP, 
CEP 08730-000 Brasil
Tel: 55-11-5549-4446 / 55-11-5573-8377

Rissho Kosei-kai of Taipei
4F, No. 10 Hengyang Road, Jhongjheng District, 
Taipei City 100 Taiwan
Tel: 886-2-2381-1632 Fax: 886-2-2331-3433
http://kosei-kai.blogspot.com/

Rissho Kosei-kai of Tainan
No. 45, Chongming 23rd Street, East District, 
Tainan City 701 Taiwan
Tel: 886-6-289-1478 Fax: 886-6-289-1488

Korean Rissho Kosei-kai
6-3, 8 gil Hannamdaero Yongsan gu, Seoul, 04420, Republic of Korea
Tel: 82-2-796-5571 Fax: 82-2-796-1696
e-mail: krkk1125@hotmail.com

Korean Rissho Kosei-kai of Busan
3F, 174 Suyoung ro, Nam gu, Busan, 48460, Republic of Korea
Tel: 82-51-643-5571 Fax: 82-51-643-5572

Rissho Kosei-kai
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Branches under the Headquarters
Rissho Kosei-kai of Hong Kong
Flat D, 5/F, Kiu Hing Mansion, 14 King’s Road,
North Point, Hong Kong, Republic of China

Rissho Kosei-kai of Ulaanbaatar
15F Express tower, Peace avenue, khoroo-1, Chingeltei district,
Ulaanbaatar 15160, Mongolia
Tel: 976-70006960 e-mail: rkkmongolia@yahoo.co.jp

Rissho Kosei-kai of Sakhalin
4 Gruzinski Alley, Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk
693005, Russian Federation
Tel & Fax: 7-4242-77-05-14

Rissho Kosei-kai di Roma
Via Torino, 29-00184 Roma, Italia
Tel & Fax : 39-06-48913949 e-mail: roma@rk-euro.org

Rissho Kosei-kai of the UK
Rissho Kosei-kai of Venezia
Rissho Kosei-kai of Paris

International Buddhist Congregation (IBC)
Fumon Media Center 3F, 2-7-1 Wada, Suginami-ku, Tokyo, Japan
Tel: 81-3-5341-1230 Fax: 81-3-5341-1224
e-mail: ibcrk@kosei-kai.or.jp     http://www.ibc-rk.org/

Rissho Kosei-kai of South Asia Division
201 Soi 15/1, Praram 9 Road, Bangkapi, Huaykhwang
Bangkok 10310, Thailand 
Tel: 66-2-716-8141 Fax: 66-2-716-8218

Rissho Kosei-kai International of South Asia (RKISA)
201 Soi 15/1, Praram 9 Road, Bangkapi, Huaykhwang
Bangkok 10310, Thailand 
Tel: 66-2-716-8141 Fax: 66-2-716-8218
e-mail: thairissho@csloxinfo.com

Branches under the South Asia Division

Rissho Kosei-kai of Delhi
77 Basement D.D.A. Site No. 1, New Rajinder Nagar, New Delhi 
110060, India

Rissho Kosei-kai of Kolkata
E-243 B. P. Township, P. O. Panchasayar, Kolkata 700094, India

Rissho Kosei-kai of Kolkata North
AE/D/12 Arjunpur East, Teghoria, Kolkata 700059, 
West Bengal, India

Rissho Kosei-kai of Bodhgaya
Ambedkar Nagar, West Police Line Road 
Rumpur, Gaya-823001, Bihar, India

Rissho Kosei-kai of Kathmandu
Ward No. 3, Jhamsilhel, Sancepa-1, Lalitpur,
Kathmandu, Nepal

Rissho Kosei-kai of Phnom Penh
#201E2, St 128, Sangkat Mittapheap, Khan 7 Makara,
Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Rissho Kosei-kai of Patna
Rissho Kosei-kai of Singapore

Thai Rissho Friendship Foundation
201 Soi 15/1, Praram 9 Road, Bangkapi, Huaykhwang
Bangkok 10310, Thailand
Tel: 66-2-716-8141 Fax: 66-2-716-8218 e-mail: info.thairissho@gmail.com

Rissho Kosei-kai of Bangladesh
85/A Chanmari Road, Lalkhan Bazar, Chittagong, Bangladesh
Tel & Fax: 880-31-626575

Rissho Kosei-kai of Dhaka
House#408/8,  Road#7(West), D.O.H.S Baridhara,                                  
Dhaka Cant.-1206, Bangladesh
Tel: 880-2-8413855

Rissho Kosei-kai of Mayani
Mayani(Barua Para), Post Offi ce: Abutorab, Police Station: Mirshari, 
District: Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Patiya
Patiya, sadar, Patiya, Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Domdama
Domdama, Mirsarai, Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Cox’s Bazar
Ume Burmese Market, Main Road Teck Para, Cox’sbazar, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Satbaria
Satbaria, Hajirpara, Chandanish, Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Laksham
Dupchar (West Para), Bhora Jatgat pur, Laksham, Comilla,
Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Raozan
West Raozan, Ramjan Ali Hat, Raozan, Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Chendirpuni
Chendirpuni, Adhunagor, Lohagara, Chittagong, Bangladesh

Rissho Kosei-kai of Ramu

Rissho Kosei Dhamma Foundation, Sri Lanka
No. 628-A, Station Road, Hunupitiya, Wattala, Sri Lanka
Tel: 94-11-2982406    Fax: 94-11-2982405

Rissho Kosei-kai of Habarana
151, Damulla Road, Habarana, Sri Lanka

Rissho Kosei-kai of Polonnaruwa

Other Groups
Rissho Kosei-kai Friends in Shanghai


